
Wyoming Ufcow^ 
AssocQ§)(S®m 

NEWSLETTER 
Convention Issue - August 2QQ6 

Pre-Conference - Wednesday, September 27 
Conference - Thursday, September 28 & 

Friday, September 29 
Post-Conference - Saturday, September 30 

CAM-PLEX - Gillette, Wyoming 

Host Hotel: Clarion Inn 
2009 S. Douglas Hwy - Gillette 
Room Rate: $64.99, plus tax 
Single, double, triple, quad 

BLOCK ENDS AUGUST 26th 
RESERVE YOUR ROOM TODAY: (307) 686-3000 

The registration form is new this year! The WLA Executive Board approved an option 
that would include four meals in the registration fee (two breakfasts, two lunches). 

Optional Awards banquet and pre-conference meal may be purchased on the form. 

DUE TO THE GROWTH GILLETTE HAS EXPERIENCED OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS, IT IS VERY 
DIFFICULT TO FIND A QUICK MEAL. FAST FOOD ESTABLISHMENTS CAN TAKE UP TO AN HOUR 
OR MORE! IF YOU DON'T WANT TO GO TO A PROGRAM MEAL, WE ARE OFFERING A BUFFET 

EACH DAY FOR YOUR PURCHASE AND CONVENIENCE. 

Register online at www.wyla.org - VISA/MC only! 

http://www.wyla.org


Legislative Report 
By Cynthia Twing 

leyislatiue update 
The Legislative Committee of WLA continues in its pursuit of Wyoming Public Libraries Endowment legislation for 
the 2007 Legislative Session. After the failure of similar legislation in 2006, the Committee felt compelled to 
investigate the causes of the bill's quiet death-it did not make it out of the Legislative Service Office due to lack of 
sponsorship. Contact was made with Senator John Schiffer, Majority Floor Leader (Johnson/Sheridan counties) to 
determine the reasons for his opposition of the 2006 bill. His rationale was simple. He felt the endowment bill as it 
was written was inequitable with wealthy counties being able to raise matching dollars with ease and poorer 
counties struggling to raise enough to meet even the minimum match requirement. Senator Schiffer hastened to 
say that he was a strong supporter of Wyoming's libraries and legislation benefiting them but funding equity for all 
public libraries was the key. This opinion was echoed by other legislators. When asked if he would consider 
supporting a new draft of the legislation that addressed inequity, he said he would. 

The Legislative Committee met in Buffalo at the Johnson County Library on June 22 and 23 with a priority of 
rethinking the endowment idea. An innovative concept was the outcome of that meeting. Libraries and their 
foundations need to be aware of three key components: (1) An appropriation of $25.3M would fund the endowment. 
(2) This legislation would provide for three tiers of criteria for matching funds based on a county's total valuation. 

Those in the highest tier would be eligible for 1:1 matching dollars—raise $1 million/receive $1 million; the middle 
tier would be eligible for 2:1 matching dollars—raise $500,000 / receive $1 million; the lowest tier would be eligible 
for 3:1 matching dollars—raise $333,333 / receive $1 million. (3) When $2.3 million is cumulatively raised across 
Wyoming from §JL counties, then every library foundation would receive $100,000. This formula effectively 
addresses the question of equity. Struggling foundations would get a huge $100,000 boost. The desire to engage 
in fundraising activities will be enhanced for all library foundations. 

Legislative Committee members will be making face to face visits to all county library boards and foundations in 
August and September to achieve a demonstrated level of support for the Wyoming Public Libraries Endowment 
legislation. Signed "resolutions of support" will add the necessary credence to the proposed bill and will prove to 
legislators the consensus among all county library systems. This is the ammunition WLA will need to be successful 
in lobbying efforts and the ultimate passage of this bill in 2007. 

It's not too late to register for the 21st Century Strategies for the Library Media Center 
Wyoming School Library Summer Institute 

August 8 - 10, 2006 - U/W Outreach Office - Poplar Street - Casper, WY 
Forms are available at wyla.org - Send VISA/Mastercard/Check to 

WLA - Box 1387 - Cheyenne, WY 82003 
or fax your online registration form to: (307) 638-3469 

Quality Inn and Suites - Small block of rooms available - (307) 266-2400, ask for State Library 
block under Jan Segerstrom. Rate is $75.99, which includes a hearty breakfast. 


